
From the extensive archive of veteran 
journalist Brian Rowan, these 25 pieces 
represent moments of history and horror 
on the long road to Good Friday.
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25 Pieces

Brian Rowan is a former BBC 
correspondent in Belfast and an author on 
the peace process; his latest book, ‘Living 
with Ghosts’ is a personal reflection on the 
challenges and dilemmas of reporting the 
conflict period. Four times he has been a 
category winner in the Northern Ireland 
Press and Broadcast Awards - including 
twice as specialist journalist. The late 
David Ervine, who in the early 1990s 
emerged as one of the leading voices in 
the loyalist community, once described 
Rowan as having “unrivalled access to all 
of the protagonist groups”. ‘25 pieces’ 
is an exhibition drawn from his extensive 
archive - a spotlight on our struggles with 
peace. 

Left - Brian Rowan Belfast 2023
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Introduction

Why did the Centre for Cross Border Studies decide 
to make possible an event focused on 25 pieces from 
Brian Rowan’s archive as a means of celebrating the 
25th anniversary of the Good Friday Agreement? 
Why organise an event around what might at first 
sight appear to be records detailing minutiae of the 
developments leading up to and following what took 
place on the 10th of April 1998? 

Firstly, it’s because these 
pieces – these letters, 
scribbled statements on 
the backs of cheques, taxi 
receipts, envelopes – provide 
a unique insight into the 
journey that took us to that 
place and what is needed for 
the journey ahead.
 
That journey made us, and we 
are now part of it. The Centre 
for Cross Border Studies is 
a child of the 1998 Belfast/
Good Friday Agreement. We 
were born to support the 
building of stronger relations 
and cooperation between the 
two jurisdictions on the island 
of Ireland, as well as between 
this island, Great Britain, and 
further afield. In essence, from 
our home in Armagh, we enact 
the spirit of Strands 2 and 3 of 
the Agreement. 

To us, the Agreement 
encompasses the totality of 
relations within and across 
these islands. It’s a framework 
making possible cooperation 
for the mutual benefit of all 
who inhabit them, regardless 
of political persuasion.  But 
it’s a framework that can only 
properly deliver when all its 
parts, all of its strands – all its 
pieces – are functioning. 

It needs the constant 
fulfilment of the pledge 
made in the Declaration of 
Support that ‘we will, in good 
faith, work to ensure the 
success of each and every 
one of the arrangements to 
be established under this 
agreement’. That means 
cherishing every piece, and 
not for one side to protect 
those pieces it favours while 
actively damaging those it 
doesn’t, or simply letting them 
wither through wilful neglect. 

Ensuring the success of each 
and every one of the pieces 
that make up the Agreement 
requires leadership, courage, 
generosity and tenacity, 
mindful that ‘We must never 
forget those who have died 
or been injured, and their 
families’.

And this is also why the Centre 
for Cross Border Studies 
wanted to make this event 
happen. The 25 pieces from 
Brian Rowan’s archive speak 
of those things – leadership, 
courage, generosity – that 
made the 10th of April 1998 
possible, and were and 
continue to be put to the test 
as what was agreed on that 
day began to be implemented. 
They are pieces that speak 
of a process where the Good 
Friday Agreement became 
a stepping stone to a more 
hopeful future.

As a stepping stone to ‘a new 
beginning’, the Good Friday 
Agreement is not a relic of 
the past. We, as the Centre 
for Cross Border Studies, live 
it, rely on it, every day. Brian’s 
25 pieces are a reminder of 
what it took to get there, and 
the possibilities it has opened 
up for us. And, finally, that 
“us” is not just those who 
call Northern Ireland their 
home, or the island of Ireland. 
Through Strand 3, that “us” 
includes all who inhabit these 
islands. We all own it, we all 
need to live it – in all its pieces.

Dr Anthony Soares
Director of the Centre for Cross Border Studies
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‘For whom the bell tolls’

In the summer of 1992, I spoke with the former Presbyterian 
Moderator Dr Jack Weir as the ‘Troubles’ death toll approached 
3,000. In preparation for this BBC interview, he had typed this 
note, which he gave to me. Its final sentence shouts out from the 
page - a line or two in a thinking and challenging text. 

Dr Jack Weir - 1992

No.01



On the morning of August 31 
1994, at a cafeteria in west 
Belfast, a woman read this 
IRA statement to me and 
colleague Eamonn Mallie. From 
midnight there would be “a 
complete cessation of military 
operations”. We were turning a 
corner on a long road to some 
better place. The beginning of 
some end. The ‘war’ becoming 
the ‘peace’.

08 09
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No.02 No.03

Lost Memory This page, from my BBC report 
in 1992, gives details of the 
four men I interviewed for that 
piece on 3,000 deaths - Jack 
Weir, Bishop Edward Daly, 
Martin McGuinness and William 
‘Plum’ Smith (who two years 
later would chair the loyalist 
ceasefire news conference). 
They are no longer with us; in 
a Present often dominated by 
an unanswered Past, part of 
the lost memory of the conflict 
period. 

Ceasefire -  
hope at the 
midnight hour  

August 1992

Top Left - The IRA statement read to Rowan and Mallie
Top Right - The An Phoblacht front page coverage of the ceasefire statement
Yellow Note - Rowan’s BBC news report - 31 August 1994
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War Materials

This statement from UDA/UFF prisoners in the 
Maze sets the scene for the announcement of 
the Combined Loyalist Military Command (CLMC) 
ceasefire three days later. The words speak of 
the influence of this particular group of prisoners, 
including Johnny Adair. We also read the lines of 
doubt and suspicion encapsulated in five words - 
“the retention of war materials”. 

10 11No.04

10 October 1994



25 Pieces 25 Pieces

Dilemma

You see here the drafting of the loyalist 
ceasefire statement, and a few lines 
on the eve of that announcement. 
With colleague Ivan Little, I met three 
representatives of the loyalist leadership 
at an office in the Woodvale area of 
Belfast. Gusty Spence joined the 
meeting, and gave us the lines pointing 
to  an “unprecedented” news event 
scheduled for the next morning. The 
ceasefire statement, now imminent. 

I had learned of the quiet, background efforts 
by Archbishop Robin Eames in trying to 
achieve the loyalist ceasefire and, in November 
1994, went to speak with him in Armagh.

He wrote to me a few days later with some 
additional thoughts, including these words : 
“...I could not justify a moral stance in which I 
condemned them yet ignored an opportunity 
to talk directly.” 

When I wrote of his efforts, I described his 
mission in these words: In God’s name stop.

12 13No.05 No.06

‘Abject and  
true remorse’ 

October 1994 21 November 1994

 “...I could not justify a moral stance in 
which I condemned them yet ignored an 
opportunity to talk directly.” 
Archbishop Robin Eames - 1994
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The forgotten dead
The detail on this old jotter page (right) is a reminder of the hell of those 
times; the killing of loyalist Billy Wright inside the Maze Prison and the rage 
that followed. Chief Constable Sir Ronnie Flanagan connected the UDA-linked 
Ulster Freedom Fighters and the IRA to a number of murders in breach of their 
declared ceasefires. As a consequence both the Ulster Democratic Party 
(UDP) and Sinn Féin were suspended from the political talks; both invited back 
in before Good Friday. Years later, by chance, I met Ed Treanor’s mother and 
she gave me this prayer. For me, it was a reminder of how we forget.  

14 15No.07

Above -  
Jotter page highlights the grim toll of death as we 
moved towards Good Friday ‘98 and beyond.

Left Top -  
Rowan diary note of conversation with Chief 
Constable Sir Ronnie Flanagan. The UFF was 
trying to cover its tracks, but Flanagan would 
eventually link that organisation to 3 murders - a 
policing assessment that would have huge political 
implications.

Left bottom -  
Edmund Treanor’s memory card handed to Rowan  
by his mother many years later.
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Good Friday: 
No Guns - No Government

16 17No.09

The first major IRA statement and briefing on ‘the 
disappeared’ - people ‘executed’ and buried, never 
to be found. 

On my way to this meeting with the IRA, I thought 
its purpose might have been to communicate some 
statement on the issue of arms decommissioning. 

Instead, I was told the organisation believed it had 
established the whereabouts of nine graves The 
names were read to me. 

These many years later, the remains of Columba 
McVeigh have yet to be found. The IRA said it 
had endeavoured to locate the burial site of ‘SAS 
operative’ Robert Nairac, but was unable to do so.  

Graves

These are the first reactions 
from the IRA and UDA/UFF.

The loyalists speak of being 
uncomfortable with some 
aspects of the agreement 
- but commend the overall 
package for endorsement at 
referendum. 

‘P O’Neill’ restates a position 
on guns: “Let us make 
clear that there will be no 
decommissioning by the IRA.” 
And so begins the argument: 
No Guns - No Government.

25 Pieces

No.08
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Ghosts

This is a story of ghosts that 
haunts the IRA - the sickness 
of disappearing bodies, the 
orders that allowed that to 
happen and the anguish 
visited on families. 

Other briefings followed 
that first major statement, 
including this line from the 
IRA, which I wrote into my 
cheque book: “We repudiate 
media reports that the IRA has 
set conditions for the families 
around funeral arrangements 
or postmortems. These 
are matters entirely for the 
families themselves.” 

18 19No.10

An IRA briefing on the 
disappeared, including 
these words: "In the one 
circumstance in which we 
could establish the exact 
location we recovered the 
body. We attempted to 
recover other bodies and 
have been unable to do so."
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‘Tremendous anguish’ Mitchell Review -  
Agreements and Disagreements 

In this internal message from Sir Ronnie 
Flanagan to his officers, we read of the pain in 
change. Part of the Good Friday Agreement was 
the formation of a Commission to bring forward 
proposals on police reform. The RUC title would 
go. This message is before the publication 
of what is known as the Patten Report, and 
Flanagan is responding to media speculation 
on likely recommendations, and that sense of 
“tremendous anguish” within the force. 

This major review in 1999 was 
designed to bring about the 
implementation of the Good 
Friday Agreement. 

Ulster Unionist leader David 
Trimble entered an Executive, 
including Sinn Féin, and set 
his own date for actual arms 
decommissioning to occur. 

The IRA had agreed to enter into 
discussions with the Independent 
International Commission on 
Decommissioning (IICD) - but not 
to a date on which it would put 
arms beyond use. 

This IRA briefing, which I copied on 
to a BBC envelope, includes these 
words: “The subsequent setting of 
preconditions for future progress 
towards the full implementation 
of the Good Friday Agreement by 
David Trimble was not part of this 
context and in our view represents 
a clear departure from the terms 
of the Mitchell Review. 

20 21No.11 No.12
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Finding the next bricks with which to build. Waiting for the next 
leaders to emerge .

It is time for the post-Good Friday Agreement generation to 
take responsibility for our politics and our peace. And it is time 
for the conflict generation to let go.

Time also to create a meaningful process that addresses the 
Past - a process from outside of politics.

In the waiting we are losing so much critical memory.

Earlier, I referenced a note from Dr Jack Weir. With Martin 
McGuinness, William 'Plum' Smith (who would later chair the 
loyalist ceasefire news conference) and Bishop Edward Daly, his 
was one of four interviews that marked that moment in 1992 
when the 'Troubles' arrived at 3000 deaths. 

The men I interviewed are no longer with us. As so many others 
are gone -  John Hume, David Trimble, Mo Mowlam.

The loyalists of '98 helped Trimble carry the heavy weights of 
that agreement, among them David Ervine and Gusty Spence - 
also gone. 

I will never forget that moment in 2007 when Gerry Adams 
stepped on to the Newtownards Road in east Belfast to attend 
Ervine's funeral. I include in this exhibition something I wrote 
at the time - a moment when I really began to see and believe 
in peace: "The roof didn't cave in. The church stood strong. 
The war is over, and the message in that moment was loud and 
clear. Nobody said it, but everyone must have heard it." 

Could it happen today? 
Good Friday was a remarkable achievement. But this 25th 
anniversary cannot just be a celebration of that moment but, 
more, an opportunity to think forward - to look into the future, 
not back into the Past.

In 2048 what might be the 25 pieces on display. 

22 23
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In Belfast, some months ago, I spoke at an event at which 
Jonathan Powell, Chief of Staff to former UK Prime Minister 
Tony Blair, was present.

Both, of course, were central figures in the months of 
negotiations spanning late 1997 into early 1998, in which the 
eventual Good Friday/Belfast Agreement was shaped.

These many years later, Powell was back in the city with a 
delegation from Thailand representing their National Security 
Council and Peace Dialogue Panel - here to learn of our 
experiences.

I told them that peace is not surrender. It is a process of 
compromises.

It is also, and always, a work in progress.

The big lessons from here relate to outside help and 
momentum. You don’t slow down peace. 

It is a challenge, an argument, a fight of a different kind, a war 
of words, of agreements and disagreements, something within 
which politics struggles, and something worth having.

I was a non-believer in 1998, having lived in decades of conflict, 
not being able to see how this agreement might be made.

It was a complex task. Not just achieving its power-sharing 
political element, and structuring relationships on the island 
and wider, but the working out of so many other issues - 
prisoner releases, police reform, arms decommissioning, 
demilitarising the landscape.

Parts of peace can crumble 
I better understand now the concept of process. How you build 
brick by brick, and how, at times, you have to start again.

Everything within the bigger plan fits within that word, process.

We speak of things that are new. New beginnings. New 
agreements. New politics. New policing. The New peace. 
And, now, the debate on a New Ireland has become a louder 
conversation.

Politics is always moving, even when it is stuck. At times, it can 
look old.

The mould of conflict politics has not yet been broken. 

25 Pieces 
I hope my ‘25 pieces’ exhibition will help us to better 
understand the journey. It is taken from my archive of reporting 
and analysing the major moments in that transition from 
conflict to peace. 

The Union, declared “safe” in the Combined Loyalist Military 
Command ceasefire announcement of 1994, is not as safe or 
as sure in 2023.

We hear the concerns in the fallout from the post-Brexit trading 
arrangements, including the sea border; how Northern Ireland 
became different from the rest of the United Kingdom, and 
how, as a consequence, Stormont again became a story of 
dysfunctional politics. 

Ceasefires
The ceasefires of 1994 began to make a path to the political 
agreement of ‘98.

In November 1994, I went to speak with Archbishop Robin 
Eames in Armagh, to discuss with him his quiet efforts to help 
achieve the loyalist ceasefire. 

In a follow-up letter to me, which I include in this exhibition, he 
wrote of his “dilemma” - whether he should meet them as the 
violence continued. He decided he would: “I could not justify a 
moral stance in which I condemned them and yet ignored an 
opportunity to talk directly.”

Before meeting the loyalists, Eames talked at length with the 
Archbishop of Canterbury and throughout the process kept 
him informed. 

Peace is not easy in its challenges, but is easier than burying 
the dead of the conflict years.

I include in the exhibition another note given to me by 
the former Presbyterian Moderator Dr Jack Weir when I 
interviewed him in 1992 as we approached three thousand 
deaths. He had typed: “My first reaction must be one of sorrow 
- and shame...shame that it has gone on so long, how there 
still seems to be no end in sight - and how for most of us these 
casualties become no more than statistics.” He also wrote of 
“the utter failure of this violence”.

The forgotten dead, and how we now remember them, is one 
of the remaining challenges of the peace. 

Decommissioning
Throughout the past 25 years, we have all heard the 
descriptions of that peace as being both  “imperfect” and  
“armed”.

Decommissioning was one of its processes, starting with the 
words “not a bullet - not an ounce”, and developing through 
statements on “silent” guns, international arms inspections 
and, then, into a long series of events in which arms were “put 
beyond use”.

One of the pieces in my exhibition is an IRA statement that 
I wrote on a taxi receipt on February 5, 2000, including the 
words: “The IRA have never entered into any agreement, 
undertaking or understanding at any time with anyone on 
any aspect of decommissioning. We have not broken any 
commitments or betrayed anyone.”

Days later, Stormont was suspended. Almost two years after 
Good Friday ‘98,  the guns and government argument was still 
a part and a problem in our politics. 

Peace is paced. At times, it is a sprint. Other times, a marathon.

The major acts of IRA decommissioning occurred in 2005, with 
loyalists taking some years longer to arrive at that point. 

Brian Rowan

Codewords
Codewords were a major part of the conflict story - how the IRA 
and loyalist  organisations authenticated their communications 
with the media. 

You will see on a couple of diary pages in my archive exhibition, 
how those codewords have also been a part of our peace.

"Cromwell" used in a statement by the UDA when admitting 
the murder of a young Catholic man in 2002, and "Titanic" as 
another codeword as part of contacts with the media during a 
loyalist feud that same year. 

Guns can be loud in peace. Decommissioning has reduced, but 
not removed that threat. 

The Disappeared 
On the various scraps of paper I have used to gather and report 
information, you see how quickly news happened  and how little 
time there was to think in those moments.

In my archive, you will read how the story of the disappeared 
(people “executed” and secretly buried by the IRA) became 
headlines in the peace.

The first detailed statement and briefing by the IRA was in 
March 1999 relating to a number of burial sites they believed 
they had identified.

In my cheque book and on a BBC taxi receipt, I noted a number 
of follow-up meetings, including this line: “We repudiate media 
reports that the IRA has set conditions for the families around 
funeral arrangements or postmortems. These are matters 
entirely for the families themselves.” 

On the evening that I took the first of those statements from 
the IRA, Tony Blair and Taoiseach Bertie Ahern had arrived at 
Hillsborough Castle for talks, and Nelson Mandela had spoken 
on the phone to political leaders here.

I was told the timing of the IRA statement was “coincidental”. 
Is there such a thing as coincidence in such processes that so 
often look so choreographed and sequenced?

Exhibition
This exhibition from my archive could have been 250 or 2,500 
pieces. 

At times, over the past 25 years, I have had more contact with 
the IRA and loyalist groups than in the conflict period.

Today, in the story of now, the Past seems louder than ever 
before. Unanswered. Shouting out for attention. 

Some of the organisations from the ‘Troubles’ years remain 
much too obvious in the Present. 

Good Friday ‘98 was a beginning, not an end. It is unfinished 
work. 

The next 25 years are arguably more important than the past 
25 years.

25 Years of Learning
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‘Betrayal’ - 
Stormont falls 

24 25No.13

On February 5th 2000, I wrote 
this IRA statement and BBC 
news report on taxi receipts. 

Actual decommissioning  had 
not occurred and Stormont was 
about to be suspended. 

The Northern Ireland Secretary 
of State Peter Mandelson 
accused the IRA of betrayal. 

This statement was its response, 
including: “The IRA have never 
entered into any agreement, 
undertaking or understanding 
with anyone on any aspect of 
decommissioning. We have not 
broken any commitments or 
betrayed anyone.”
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All out

26No.14

25 Pieces

27

July 2000: Statements from the IRA and loyalist 
organisations marking the last major day of prisoner 
releases resulting from the Good Friday Agreement. 

A Commission was established and the releases were 
phased over a two-year period. 

I was at the Maze Prison reporting for the BBC - some of 
the scribbled thoughts I’ve written on to the statements 
are speaking points for various interviews.

Top – From UFF statement
Middle – From IRA statement
Bottom – From UVF/Red Hand Commando statement
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Saving the peace

October 22nd 2001, an 
Adams speech at Conway 
Mill in west Belfast signals a 
likely first move by the IRA on 
decommissioning. 

And, 24 hours later, my note of 
a meeting with the IRA 
‘P O’Neill’, and a statement 
that included these words:  

“Our motivation is clear. This 
unprecedented move is to 
save the peace process and 
to persuade others of our 
genuine intentions.” 

29No.16
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Angry words - 
another crisis

My diary notes from July 10th 
2001, including a statement 
from the UDA-linked Ulster 
Freedom Fighters withdrawing 
support for the Good Friday 
Agreement. 

The statement included 
these words: “We can no 
longer remain silent in our 
criticisms of an agreement, 
which our membership have 
continuously voiced their 
opposition to, and which the 
vast number of the loyalist 
community have grown to 
despise.”  

28No.15

(The first act of decommissioning, IRA, October 2001)
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Cat-and-Mouse -
the intelligence war  

There is little trust in the peace. 

Over a period of some years, 
there are headlines about 
bugging operations listening 
in on republicans and, then, 
a break-in at Special Branch 
offices at Castlereagh in Belfast. 

The IRA is blamed and, in this 
briefing which I’ve written on 
BBC taxi vouchers, it denies 
involvement.

It is a lie in the peace; something 
the IRA could not admit. 

No.17
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Codewords - 
guns in the peace

Two diary pages from 2002 on 
which I write two codewords, 
which are used to authenticate 
loyalist communications with 
the media. 

‘Cromwell’ is the word 
used after the murder of a 
young Catholic man Danny 
McColgan. 

And, in November 2002, at 
a face-to-face meeting with 
senior UDA figures, I am told 
‘Titanic’ will be the codeword 
they will use during a phase 
of internal feuding within the 
organisation. 

Johnny Adair, and his close 
associate John White, are 
warned there should be no 
further attacks. 

32 33No.18
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Trimble cracks -  
IRA responds

34 35No.19

Actions not words

The writing inside an envelope 
is my BBC news report relating 
to yet another loyalist feud. 

A statement from the Loyalist 
Volunteer Force (LVF) was 
dictated to me, words 
designed to silence loyalist 
guns. 

We were waiting for David 
Ervine, the leader of the 
Progressive Unionist Party, to 
respond. 

I included this line in my 
scribbled news report: There 
will be no statement from the 
UVF, but sources say that 
organisation will judge the 
LVF by its actions and not its 
words. 

No.20

We began to understand 
the different phases of the 
peace as choreographed 
sequences of statements 
and events. 

In October 2003, it lost its 
footing. 

There was a speech by 
Gerry Adams, which the 
IRA endorsed, a third act of 
decommissioning involving 
‘the largest amount of arms 
to date’. 

At the time, these were 
steps designed to assist the 
restoration of the Stormont 
Executive. 

But unionist leader David 
Trimble broke the sequence, 
demanding further 
details on the extent of 
decommissioning. 

In elections that followed, 
Ian Paisley and the DUP 
emerged in the lead unionist 
role. 

"When we give our word, we keep it. 
We expect others to do the same."  
(P O'Neill)
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Endgame

36 37No.21

A statement given to me in an envelope by  
‘P O’Neill’ on July 28th 2005. 

Our brief meeting was in a house in the Falls 
area of Belfast. 

At 4pm, the IRA armed campaign would end. 

All IRA units were ordered to “dump arms”. 

The major acts of decommissioning would 
follow in September - witnessed by the late  
Fr Alec Reid and the former Methodist 
President Harold Good. 

Given the historic significance of these 
events, I asked Gerry Adams to sign this page 
in An Phoblacht, and Séanna Walsh to sign 
the IRA statement. 

Walsh, one of the longest serving former 
prisoners, had been asked to read the 
statement to camera.
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Hearing the message

This is the moment when I began to believe in the peace. The death of loyalist 
David Ervine (who had become a close friend), and Gerry Adams stepping on to 
the Newtownards Road in east Belfast to attend his funeral. At the time, I wrote 
these words in the Belfast Telegraph: “The roof didn’t cave in. The church stood 
strong. The war is over, and the message in that moment was loud and clear. 
Nobody said it, but everyone must have heard it.”

38 39No.22

The roof didn’t cave in. The church 
stood strong. The war is over, and the 
message was loud and clear. Nobody 
said it, but everyone must have heard it.

David Ervine 
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Arms beyond reach

40 41No.23

May 3rd 2007, months after the death of David 
Ervine, and just days before the formation of a 
once unthinkable Stormont Executive that Ian 
Paisley and Martin McGuinness would lead.

The UVF and associated Red Hand Commando, 
issued a statement that they would “assume a 
non-military, civilianised role”. 

The flaw in this statement is that arms have been 
“put beyond reach” - but not beyond use. 
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Generally speaking

 The long-running military 
operation (‘Operation 

Banner’) in support of the 
police is ending, and in 

July 2007, I had a sit-down 
interview with Army GOC Lt 

General Nicholas Parker. 

I talked about ‘war’ and he 
talked about a ‘campaign’, 

a ‘mission’, a ‘challenge’ 
and a ‘fight’: “What has 

happened,” Parker told me 
- “is that we have created a 

security environment where 
now the police are able to 

do this on their own.” 

42 43No.24

Picture a general in his army 
boots trying to tip-toe over 
the eggshell that is the 
Northern Ireland story of 
the past 38 years - and the 
military’s part in it. At the 
end of a very long war, which 
Nick Parker prefers to call 
a “campaign”, a “mission”, a 
“challenge” or a “fight” – eally 
anything but a war – the Army 
is getting ready to switch 
off the lights on Operation
Banner.
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The hardest road  
for peace

A diary entry of the words I 
tweeted on the sad news of the 
death of John Hume. 

He “took the hardest road for 
peace. Had the vision to see 
something that others could 
not. Put people before party 
politics and made the ceasefires 
and political agreements 
possible. What a contribution to 
this place.” 

Two years later, on the death of 
David Trimble, I tweeted that he 
had “carried the heavy weight 
of the Good Friday Agreement” 
and that history would 
“remember the courage of his 
decision then”. 

44 45No.25

John Hume
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Hearing, Witnessing, 
Believing - Trusting

End Thought

As with any anniversary, it is 
important to reflect on how we 
got to where we are and where 
do we go from here.

Especially the anniversary of 
an event which the sceptics 
and ‘unbelievers’ never 
thought would happen.

While this is important for 
those of us who were a part of 
this story, it is even more so 
for a generation who were but 
toddlers in 1998 – or not even 
born.

As we reflect on this journey, 
three important words come 
to mind.

They are “hearing”, 
“witnessing” and “believing”.

It was when, and only when, 
we began to hear one another 
that those in whose gift it was 
to make peace were able to 
take those first tentative but 
courageous steps towards 
agreement.

And it was in beholding the 
‘impossible’ unfolding before 
our eyes that we witnessed 
that which for so long we 
thought could not and would 
not happen.

But believing in anything, be 
it an idea or a movement, 
calls for something more than 
intellectual assent.

How much do we actually want 
to believe?

I recognise, that for me, my 
unshakeable belief in the 
decommissioning of weapons 
was based on what I saw 
with my own eyes. And so it 
was for many who were very 
personally involved in so 
many aspects of this historic 
journey. But now is the time 
for trust.  

Trust in ourselves as well 
as in each other.  Not to be 
confused with blind uncritical 
acceptance, nor denial of 
our present problems, but a 
recognition of how far we have 
come; a universal admiration 
of our achievements and an 
expectation of what we can 
yet achieve.

Surely more than enough to 
build upon as we anticipate 
the next quarter century. 
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Harold Good
Former Methodist President and  
witness to IRA decommissioning
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