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Our Vision 
The Centre for Cross Border Studies will build further upon its reputation 

as an authoritative advocate for cross-border cooperation and a valued 

source of research, information and support for collaboration across 

borders on the island of Ireland, Europe and beyond. 

Our Mission 
The Centre for Cross Border Studies empowers citizens and builds capacity 

and capability for cooperation across sectors and jurisdictional boundaries 

on the island of Ireland and further afield. This mission is achieved through 

research, expertise, partnership and experience in a wide range of cross-

border practices and concerns. 

Our Values 
The Centre for Cross Border Studies: 

• Is committed to the principles of partnership, equality and mutual 

respect as the basis of relationships between people and 

governments; 

• Is dedicated to contributing to social cohesion, economic 

development and environmental sustainability through cross-

border cooperation on the island of Ireland and beyond; 

• Is independent and takes no position on the constitutional 

question; 

• Supports the protection of civil, political, social, economic and 

cultural rights and advocates the core values of human dignity, 

freedom, democracy, peace-building and social justice; and 

• Acts in recognition of the fundamental importance of non-

partisanship, the pursuit of excellence, openness and transparency, 

and the value of local experience. 
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The Centre for Cross Border Studies is an independent 
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Dublin City University 
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Introduction 
As with countless organisations and citizens across the globe, 2020 was a year in which the 
Centre for Cross Border Studies had to deal with the impacts of the Covid-19 pandemic. It 
was also a year marked by continuing uncertainty as to the precise nature of the United 
Kingdom’s post-Brexit relationship with the European Union, as well as Northern Ireland’s 
North-South and East-West relations and exactly how the Protocol on Ireland/Northern 
Ireland would be implemented come the 1st of January 2021. After an absence of three 
years, 2020 also began with the restoration of a functioning Northern Ireland Assembly and 
Executive, while in June the Republic of Ireland saw the formation of a new coalition 
government that would later in the year launch its Shared Island initiative.  

2020 was undoubtedly another busy year for the Centre, but as the following pages will 
witness, almost all of our activities had to take place online (and the images included in this 
report reflect this). It meant that we missed the opportunities to meet in the usual ways 
with our stakeholders and friends, whether at our Annual Conference, the Sir George 
Quigley Annual Memorial Lecture, or at one of our seminars. But the turbulence of 2020 also 
underlined to us the enormous value of cross-border and cross-sectoral collaboration and 
relations.

In comparison with many organisations in 
our sector who are on the frontline of 
service delivery and to whom we all owe a 
debt of gratitude, the Centre was fortunate 
enough to be able to fulfil all its planned 
commitments for 2020 by adopting 
different approaches. However, we would 
not have been able to achieve this without 
the support of so many organisations, 
government officials and individual citizens 
from across the island of Ireland, as well as 
in Great Britain and across Europe. And, of 
course, none of this would have been 
possible without the longstanding 
commitment from the Department of 
Education and Skills (now the Department 
of Further and Higher Education, Research, 
Innovation and Science). 

Some of the ways in which cross-border 
collaboration shaped the Centre’s activities 
in 2020 included the establishment of the 
Ad-Hoc Group for North-South and East-

West Cooperation, the collaborative work 
we undertook through our European 
partnership on the impacts of the Covid-19 
pandemic and the comparative 
effectiveness of cross-border responses, as 
well as our Annual Conference. 

 
Ad-Hoc Group meets Minister Simon Coveney 

The Centre’s 2019 Annual Report noted 
how in July of that year “15 organisations 
from both jurisdictions on the island of 
Ireland took part in a policy seminar, 
organised in collaboration with 
Cooperation Ireland, which considered how 
Brexit may impact on their collaborative 
efforts” (p.4). As a result of that event, and 

http://crossborder.ie/site2015/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/2019-CCBS-Annual-Report.pdf


6 
 

conscious of the benefits of finding a 
common voice that could engage with key 
decision-makers, the Ad-Hoc Group for 
North-South and East-West Cooperation 
was established in May 2020 following a 
call from the Centre. In pursuit of its 
primary objective of securing the continued 
means to cooperate within and between 
these islands, representatives from the Ad-
Hoc Group had a series of meetings 
throughout the year with officials and 
Ministers, convened by the Centre for Cross 
Border Studies. This work is set to continue 
in 2021. 

 
Brussels policy seminar: online workshop on 

Covid-19 

2020 saw what has now become the 
Centre’s annual organisation of a policy 
seminar in Brussels. As in 2019, the Centre 
organised this year’s seminar in 
collaboration with partners from our 
European network – the Transfrontier 
Euro-Institut Network (TEIN) – as part of 
the formal programme of the European 
Commission and the European Committee 
of the Region’s 18th European Week of 
Regions and Cities. While we did not have 
the opportunity to gather in Brussels as 
would normally have been the case, the 
Centre, the Euro-Institut and the Institute 
for Transnational and Euregional cross-
border cooperation and Mobility (ITEM), 

offered an online workshop on the impacts 
of Covid-19 in cross-border regions. 

The collaboration in the organisation of our 
Brussels policy seminar was a product of 
the Centre’s continuing efforts to develop 
methodologies for cross-border impact 
assessment and to encourage its 
implementation by policy and decision-
makers. Our interest in this area of work in 
2020 led to a successful application to the 
Department of Foreign Affairs’ 
Reconciliation Fund in support of our 
project, “Time to measure cross-border 
impacts: building sustainable North-South 
relationships and connections”, which is 
due for completion in 2021. Meanwhile, 
another of our projects supported by the 
Reconciliation Fund would come to an end 
in 2020: “Collaborating for Common 
Success: North-South cooperation from 
1999 to 2039”. 

 

Our Brussels collaboration was also the 
product of our ongoing membership of 
TEIN, which in 2020 also saw the Centre’s 
continuing involvement in the 
TEIN4Citizens project, funded by the 
European Union’s Europe for Citizens 
programme. It also saw the Centre 
continue to be part of the Frontiers in 
Motion (FRONTEM) Jean Monnet Network, 
led by the University of Strasbourg and 
funded by the EU’s Erasmus+ programme. 

https://europa.eu/regions-and-cities/news/euregionsweek-2020-record-edition_en
https://europa.eu/regions-and-cities/news/euregionsweek-2020-record-edition_en
https://transfrontier.eu/tein4citizens/
https://transfrontier.eu/projects/frontem-frontiers-in-motiom-which-models-for-the-eu/#chapter-1
https://transfrontier.eu/projects/frontem-frontiers-in-motiom-which-models-for-the-eu/#chapter-1
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As part of our ongoing core work, in 2020 
CCBS contributed to a range of public 
consultations and parliamentary inquiries, 
including on the crucially important PEACE 
PLUS programme that is to replace the 
current PEACE and INTERREG programmes. 
Naturally, given the Centre’s overarching 
mission, many of our contributions focused 
on the potential impacts of Brexit on North-
South cooperation and East-West relations. 

 

The Centre’s flagship Border People project 
continued its work in support of cross-
border mobility through the provision of 
information, training and policy analysis. As 
has been the case since 2016, the project 
has also had to continue to consider how 
Brexit is impacting on the lives of those who 
cross the border to work, study, live or 
retire, and to continue to provide accurate 
and up-to-date information to citizens and 
those providing advice services. 

In 2020 the Centre welcomed some new 
additions to its Board: Sir David Sterling 
(Chair of the Chief Executives’ Forum and 
former Head of the Northern Ireland Civil 
Service); Professor John Doyle (Executive 
Dean, Dublin City University); Clare 
Guinness (former CEO of Warrenpoint 
Port); Emer O’Gorman (Director Economic, 
Enterprise, Tourism and Cultural 

Development, Fingal County Council); and 
Peter Osborne (founder of Rubicon and 
former Chair of the Community Relations 
Council). 

The Centre was also delighted that two of 
its longstanding supporters and 
collaborators agreed to become Senior 
Research Associates: Maureen O’Reilly and 
Michael D’Arcy.  

Despite the ongoing pandemic, 2020 was 
also a very productive year for the two all-
island networks for which the Centre for 
Cross Border Studies provides the 
Secretariat: Universities Ireland, and the 
Standing Conference on Teacher 
Education, North and South (SCoTENS). 

Similarly, Universities Ireland, led by the 
Universities Ireland Council, once again 
provided opportunities for students to take 
up postgraduate studies in the other 
jurisdiction through Universities Ireland’s 
provision of North-South Postgraduate 
Scholarships and History Bursaries. Under 
its “Reflecting on a decade of War and 

https://borderpeople.info/
https://crossborder.ie/ccbs-delighted-to-welcome-new-members-to-its-board/
https://crossborder.ie/ccbs-delighted-to-welcome-new-members-to-its-board/
https://crossborder.ie/the-centre-has-a-new-senior-research-associate/
https://crossborder.ie/ccbs-has-a-new-senior-research-associate/
https://universitiesireland.ie/
https://scotens.org/
https://scotens.org/
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Revolution in Ireland 1912-1923”, 
Universities Ireland also organised another 
of its annual history conferences, although 
delivered online. 

 

These are a few of the highlights from what 
was another busy year, but also one where 
the Centre was acutely aware of how the 

public health crisis was impacting on the 
lives of people across this island, these 
islands, and across the world. We value our 
work, and we know others value what we 
do, not least the Department of Further 
and Higher Education, Research, 
Innovation and Science, which contributes 
core funding to allow us to do what we do. 
However, the pandemic has only served to 
highlight how much more work remains to 
be done to encourage greater collaboration 
between jurisdictions in order to allow us 
to properly address challenges of such 
enormity. The Centre will seek to step up to 
that challenge in 2021, and will continue to 
reach out to others as it does so. 
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Targets 
The Centre for Cross Border Studies’ Workplan for 2020, which was agreed with our core 
funders, the Department of Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and 
Science, set out targets to be achieved across a range of activities. All of those targets were 
achieved and, in some cases, exceeded. The headline targets are listed below. 

TARGET: 1 Annual Conference (75 
participants) 

TARGET EXCEEDED: 1 Annual Conference 
(246 participants) 

25 Sept: “Reassessing and 
Reconfiguring North-South 
and East-West relations in a 
changing landscape” 

 

TARGET: 4 seminars (total 160 
participants) 

TARGET ACHIEVED: 4 (online) seminars 
for public representatives, officials and 
other stakeholders on cross-border policy 
and practice, including cross-border 
mobility issues 

30 Apr: Border People and Law 
Centre NI, Social Security 
Entitlement for Cross-
Border Workers 

24 June: “Skilling up for a regionally 
balanced economy: 
Challenges and 
opportunities for border 
counties” 

15 Oct: “Time to measure impact in 
border regions: COVID-19 
crossing borders” 

3 Dec: “North-South Cooperation 
on the Island of Ireland: 
Challenges Past and Future” 

 

TARGET: 1 report on postgraduate 
student flows 

TARGET ACHIEVED: Review of paper on 
Republic of Ireland-domiciled 
postgraduate students enrolled in 
Northern Ireland HEIs submitted to the 
Department of Further and Higher 
Education, Research, Innovation and 
Science 

TARGET: 3 submissions to government 
and EU public policy consultations 

TARGET EXCEEDED: 5 written submissions 
to public policy consultations 

Feb: Response to SEUPB consultation on 
PEACE PLUS 

Mar: Submission to the Strategic Review 
of Irish-Scottish relations 

Apr: Submission to the Northern Ireland 
Affairs Committee’s Inquiry into the 
New Decade, New Approach 
Agreement 

July: Submission to the House of Lords 
Select Committee on Public Services 
inquiry, “Public Services: Lessons 
from Coronavirus” 

Sept: Response to the European 
Commission’s survey on cross-
border obstacles 

TARGET: 1 research project completed 

TARGET ACHIEVED: 1 project completed 

• Collaborating for Common Success: 
North-South cooperation from 
1999 to 2039 
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TARGET: 2 applications for research 
project funding submitted 

TARGET EXCEEDED: 4 applications 
submitted 

Proposed 
project 

Funder/ 
Contracting 
authority 

Outcome 

Time to measure 
cross-border 
impacts 

DFA 
Reconciliation 
Fund 

Successful 

Tender for 
quality review of 
PEACE platform 
content 

SEUPB Unsuccessful 

Survey on cross-
border labour 
mobility 

EURES Cross 
Border 
Partnership 

Successful 

New Approaches 
for a New 
Decade? 

DFA 
Reconciliation 
Fund 

Successful  

 

TARGET: 1 Journal of Cross Border Studies 
in Ireland 

TARGET ACHIEVED: 2020 edition of Journal 
published 

TARGET: 4 Briefing Papers published 

TARGET EXCEEDED: 6 Briefing Papers 
published 

Apr: Approaches to the COVID-19 
pandemic: Bordering on (non-) 
cooperation 

May: The impacts of COVID-19 on cross-
border tourism on the island of 
Ireland: A snapshot 

May: COVID-19: Social Security 
Entitlement for Frontier Workers in 
Ireland and Northern Ireland 

May: Overview of Covid-19 business 
support schemes for Northern 
Ireland (NI) and the Republic of 
Ireland (RoI) 

Aug: The Cross-Border Further Education 
and Higher Education Cluster for 
the North West City Region 

Aug: The impact of COVID-19 on cross-
border movement on the island of 
Ireland 

TARGET: 1 Sir George Quigley Memorial 
Lecture 

TARGET ACHIEVED: 2020 Sir George 
Quigley Memorial Lecture delivered by 
Michael D’Arcy, CCBS Senior Research 
Associate 

TARGET: 12 monthly Border-Zine 
electronic newsletters 

TARGET ACHIEVED 

TARGET: 4 Border People Advisory Group 
meetings 

TARGET ACHIEVED 
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Annual Conference 
The Centre for Cross Border Studies. 21st Annual Conference was the first to be held in a 
virtual setting as the Centre adapted to the circumstances surrounding the Covid-19 
pandemic. Held online on the 25th September, the conference “Reassessing and 
Reconfiguring North-South and East-West relations in a changing landscape” explored how 
we look at and reconfigure relations between Northern Ireland and the Republic of Ireland, 
between the island of Ireland and Great Britain, and between these islands and the wider 
world.

The conference began with Dr Helen 
Johnston, Chair of the Centre for Cross 
Border Studies’ Board, welcoming the 
virtual audience of over 240 delegates and 
thanking the continued support of the 
Centre and its projects by the Department 
of Education and Skills and Department of 
Foreign Affairs and Trade’ Reconciliation 
Fund in the Republic of Ireland, and the 
Department of Communities in Northern 
Ireland. 

 

The Centre was delighted to have former 
Secretary of State for Northern Ireland, Rt 
Hon Julian Smith CBE MP, as the first 

keynote of its 21st Annual Conference 
which was moderated by CCBS Senior 
Research Associate, Maureen O’Reilly.  

 

Julian Smith began his 
keynote by reflecting on 
his experiences in 
Northern Ireland 
particularly those in 
restoring power-sharing 
in Northern Ireland, 
achieved through the 

New Decade New Approach Deal. Julian 
explained that this deal had been reached 
by building relationships with parties and 
communities from all designations and 
backgrounds in Northern Ireland as well as 
those in the Republic of Ireland. On the 
future prospects of Northern Ireland, Julian 
felt that good relations between the UK and 
Ireland were essential as well as complete 
respect for all communities and 
backgrounds in Northern Ireland. He also 
stated that the stability of the Good Friday 
Agreement and trust and understanding 
would be vital in continuing the good work 
which had taken place. The keynote 
concluded with Maureen O’Reilly posing 
several of the audience’s questions to 
Julian. 
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 Following the opening 
speaker of the 
conference, the Centre 
welcomed Adebayo 
Babajide, Head of 
Political Section, 
European Union 
Delegation to the United 

Kingdom. Adebayo focused on the Protocol 
on Ireland and Northern Ireland including 
the challenges but also the positive 
opportunities and impacts of the Protocol. 

Adebayo then joined our first panel 
discussion of the conference, which was 
chaired by CCBS Senior Research Associate, 
Michael D’Arcy. The panel focused on the 
theme of “Governance, Divergence, 
Convergence: Implementing the Protocol 
and UK-Wide Frameworks”, and brought 
together a wide range of expertise on 
Northern Ireland, Business, Trade and Law. 

Professor Katy Hayward, Queen’s 
University Belfast, set the context for the 
panel’s discussion by explaining how we 
have arrived in the current situation with 
regards to the Ireland and Northern Ireland 
Protocol. Allie Renison, Institute of 
Directors, gave a Great Britain and 
Northern Ireland business perspective on 
the Protocol. David Henig, European Centre 
for International Political Economy, 
discussed the trade potentials for the UK as 
a whole and the particular issues for 
Northern Ireland. Professor Federico 

Fabbrini, Dublin City University, focused on 
the legal perspectives of the Ireland and 
Northern Ireland Protocol. 

The afternoon session of the CCBS Annual 
Conference, generously sponsored by the 
Institute of Public Health, began with 
Professor Deirdre Heenan’s keynote 
speech. 

Professor Heenan, Ulster University, gave a 
presentation entitled “Healthy Co-
dependencies”, which focused on 
coordination across borders in response to 
Covid-19 and looked at these opportunities 
as we look to move beyond Brexit. 

The final panel of the conference was 
chaired by CCBS Board member, Dr Teresa 
O’Doherty, and focused on “Healthy Co-
Dependencies: Coordination across 
borders in response to Covid-19 and 
beyond Brexit”. 

The panel included Martin Unfried (ITEM, 
Maastricht University), Damien McCallion 
(Cooperation and Working Together), 
Joanne Morgan, (Community Development 
and Health Network), and Michael 
Tomlinson (Queen’s University Belfast), 
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and discussed European, UK and local 
healthcare provisions and services across 
borders.  

If you would like to look back at the 
conference, you can access recordings at 
https://crossborder.ie/ccbs-21st-annual-
conference/. 

https://crossborder.ie/ccbs-21st-annual-conference/
https://crossborder.ie/ccbs-21st-annual-conference/
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Research 
It is worth recalling that at the heart of everything the Centre for Cross Border Studies does 
is research. If we didn’t undertake the “unglamorous” and continual task of researching and 
analysing policy and legislation developed by the central Governments in London and 
Dublin, the devolved administrations in Belfast, Cardiff and Edinburgh, as well as in Brussels, 
and how they affect cooperation and mobility across borders, we wouldn’t be able to 
properly fulfil the mission we were set up in 1999 to pursue. We continually strive to 
produce research of the highest quality, and of relevance to important issues as they arise, 
while achieving these things with a small core team – but one that values and engages in 
collaboration.

Without research, we wouldn’t be able to 
provide the vital practical information and 
advice for those crossing the Irish border to 
live, work, study or retire – information and 
advice that is increasingly being sought 
after in the context of Brexit, particularly 
from our flagship Border People project. 

The results of our research and analysis 
aren’t just disseminated through our 
reports, Briefing Papers and Policy 
Seminars; they also inform our 
engagements on the island of Ireland, 
Great Britain and Europe with political 
representatives and policy-makers, public 
bodies, business organisations, civil society 
organisations and communities, as we 
pursue our task of supporting and 
strengthening relations within and 
between these islands through improved 
cross-border cooperation. 

2020 saw the conclusion of the 
“Collaborating for Common Success: North-
South cooperation from 1999 to 2039” 
project, which was made possible by the 
Department for Foreign Affairs’ 
Reconciliation Fund. This project set out to 
look at how Strand 2 of the 1998 
Belfast/Good Friday Agreement would 
operate as the UK begins to develop UK-
wide policies in areas such as international 
trade and immigration. With a range of 
interviews undertaken with officials, 
business leaders and other relevant 
stakeholders, it also sought to identify what 
were thought to be the common challenges 
to be faced by the island of Ireland in the 
coming years, which could be more 
properly addressed through cross-border 

interventions.  
Among the recommendations included in 
the Summary Report are “that additional 

https://crossborder.ie/collaborating-for-common-success-north-south-cooperation-from-1999-to-2039/
https://crossborder.ie/collaborating-for-common-success-north-south-cooperation-from-1999-to-2039/
https://crossborder.ie/site2015/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/Collaborating-for-Common-Success-Executive-Summary.pdf
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means are employed to assess how 
successful the Protocol’s implementation is 
in maintaining all forms of North-South 
cooperation” (p.4). 

Again funded by the Reconciliation Fund, 
work continued under the Centre’s flagship 
Border People project to ensure citizens 
crossing the border to work, study or retire 
have access to up-to-date and clear 
information, taking into account changes to 
cross-border mobility brought about by 
Brexit. The Centre was also contracted by 
the Eures Cross Border Partnership to 
undertake the research and produce its 
report on “Labour Market Movement & 
Skills Gaps on the Island of Ireland”.  

Unsurprisingly, a significant proportion of 
the Centre’s research efforts in 2020 went 
into trying to understand the impacts of the 
Covid-19 pandemic, and particularly how 
public health and other measures were 
affecting the lives of citizens in border 
counties and wider cross-border mobility. 
Our research in this area, which would gain 
the support of the Department for Foreign 
Affairs’ Reconciliation Fund through our 
project, “Time to measure cross-border 
impacts: building sustainable North-South 
relationships and connections”, would also 
try to measure the extent of cross-border 
cooperation in addressing the pandemic. 

Indeed, this project, which will end in 2021, 
was originally conceived to focus solely on 
the potential impacts of the proposed EU 
directive on ending seasonal time changes, 
but the Reconciliation Fund welcomed the 
Centre’s proposal to include a 
consideration of Covid-19 within the 
project.  

Some of our work on the impacts of Covid-
19 and cross-border approaches to 
addressing the pandemic was also 
undertaken as part of a collaborative effort, 
alongside some of our partners from the 
Transfrontier Euro-Institut Network (TEIN), 
led in this instance by the Institute for 
Transnational and Euregional cross-border 
cooperation and Mobility (ITEM), of 
Maastricht University. The results of this 
work were published in the report, “The 
impact of the Corona crisis on cross-border 
regions”. 

 

Towards the end of 2020 the Centre began 
another research project with the support 
of the Department of Foreign Affairs’ 
Reconciliation Fund. “New Approaches for 
a New Decade? A Scoping Study of Border 
Communities” is a project aimed at 
contributing to commitments made in the 
New Decade, New Approach agreement by 
undertaking a scoping exercise that will 

https://www.eurescrossborder.eu/media/uploads/cross_border_data_report_2020.pdf
https://www.eurescrossborder.eu/media/uploads/cross_border_data_report_2020.pdf
https://itemcrossborderportal.maastrichtuniversity.nl/index.html
https://itemcrossborderportal.maastrichtuniversity.nl/index.html
https://itemcrossborderportal.maastrichtuniversity.nl/index.html
https://crossborder.ie/new-approaches-for-a-new-decade-a-scoping-study-of-border-communities/
https://crossborder.ie/new-approaches-for-a-new-decade-a-scoping-study-of-border-communities/
https://crossborder.ie/new-approaches-for-a-new-decade-a-scoping-study-of-border-communities/
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provide an initial overview of the 
challenges facing border communities in 
the short to medium-term, with specific 
reference to what minorities in border 
communities see as the supports necessary 
for them to overcome the particular 
challenges they face. This scoping exercise 
will also gather initial evidence on the 
supports border communities currently 
avail of, and the extent to which these meet 
their needs. 

In March 2020 the Centre launched its 
Research Platform, as a means of attracting 
experts and researchers in cross-border 
issues, and providing them with the 
opportunity to bring their work to the 
attention on policy and decision-makers. As 
a result, a number of new collaborators 
published guest articles on a range of 
subjects of relevance to cross-border 
cooperation, mobility and post-conflict 
cross-border relations. 

As usual, the research it undertook in 2020 
informed and was informed by the Centre’s 
activity in the policy arena, most notably in 
its role in establishing and convening the 
Ad-Hoc Group for North-South and East-
West Cooperation. Drawing together a 
range of organisations from Northern 
Ireland and Ireland, the Ad-Hoc Group was 
established to become the prime contact 
point for purposes of meaningful 
consultation between cross-border civil 
society and regional, national and EU 
bodies on matters relevant to cooperation 
between Northern Ireland and Ireland, and 
between the island of Ireland and Great 
Britain. The Centre’s research played a 
central role in shaping some of the Ad-Hoc 
Group’s approaches to the implementation 

of the Protocol on Ireland/Northern 
Ireland, as in its August 2020 Position Paper 
on maintaining the necessary conditions for 
North-South cooperation. 

There can be little doubt that 2021 will be 
another busy year for the Centre in terms 
of its research activities!

https://crossborder.ie/ccbs-research-platform/
https://crossborder.ie/category/guest-articles/
https://crossborder.ie/ad-hoc-group-for-north-south-and-east-west-cooperation/
https://crossborder.ie/ad-hoc-group-for-north-south-and-east-west-cooperation/
https://crossborder.ie/ad-hoc-group-for-north-south-and-east-west-cooperation-issues-position-paper-on-the-protocol-and-maintaining-the-conditions-for-cooperation/
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Policy Seminars 
The Centre’s recognised role in providing platforms for North-South and cross-sectoral 
dialogue meant we were able to collaborate with some key organisations in the delivery of 
policy seminars dealing with contemporary issues, and bringing current thinking to 
audiences that included senior policy and decision-makers. Of course, given the Covid-19 
pandemic, not only did our events in 2020 have to take place online, but the public health 
crisis also became one of the topics examined in our seminars.

Border People and Law Centre NI, Social 
Security Entitlement for Cross-Border 
Workers 

Thursday 30th April 

In collaboration with the Law Centre, 
Border People delivered an online webinar 
that explored cross-border implications of 
social security entitlement for cross-border 
workers. 

 

 

“Skilling up for a regionally balanced 
economy: Challenges and opportunities 
for border counties” 

Wednesday 24th June 

The Centre for Cross Border Studies, in 
collaboration with InterTradeIreland, held 
a policy seminar which explored the 
current provision of skills and the needs of 
employers on the Island of Ireland. The 
event considered new and emerging skills 
sets, and highlighted policies implemented 
by Government departments in Ireland and 
Northern Ireland. There was a particular 

focus on the provision in border counties 
and the requirements of businesses trading 
cross-border, with potential areas for 
future collaboration discussed. 

 

“Time to measure impact in border 
regions: COVID-19 crossing borders” 

Thursday 15th October 

Learning from different approaches taken 
by different EU Member States and regions 
to the Covid-19 pandemic, this seminar 
brought together experts from the 
Transfrontier Euro-Institut Network (TEIN) 
and its partner institutions to discuss the 
urgent need and methods for measuring 
the impact of national and regional policies 
on the cohesion of cross-border territories 
and on cross-border relations.  

 

https://lawcentreni.s3.amazonaws.com/Law-Centre-NI-Border-People-Webinar.pdf
https://crossborder.ie/save-the-date-skilling-up-for-a-regionally-balanced-economy-challenges-and-opportunities-for-border-counties/
https://crossborder.ie/ccbs-policy-seminar-at-eu-regions-week/
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“North-South Cooperation on the Island of 
Ireland: Challenges Past and Future” 

Thursday 3rd December 

With a shared commitment to promoting 
reconciliation, mutual trust and respect 
and practical support for cross-border 
cooperation on the island of Ireland, the 
Irish Association and the Centre for Cross 
Border Studies welcomed participants to 
this online event. Enshrined in public policy 
since the 1998 Belfast/Good Friday 
Agreement, North-South cooperation has 
helped to reshape social, economic and 
cultural relationships on our island. We are 
now faced with the unprecedented 
challenges of a rapidly changing political 
environment, driven by a range of factors 
including Brexit and the current pandemic. 
This event provided an opportunity to 
reflect on the extent to which the potential 
for North-South cooperation has been 
realised since the Agreement and look 
towards how cooperation can be built upon 
in the years to come. 

 

https://crossborder.ie/online-event-ccbs-and-the-irish-association-joint-webinar/
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Contributing to Public Policy & Practice 
As the Centre pursues its task of supporting and strengthening relations within and 
between these islands through improved cross-border cooperation, we continue to use the 
results of our research to engage with policy and decision-makers across these islands, 
including through responses to public consultations and parliamentary inquiries. In 2020 
we made a number of submissions.

February: Response to SEUPB consultation on PEACE PLUS 

Included in our response, was the view that in order to more properly ensure trust is further 
embedded through practical cross-border collaboration between citizens and institutions, the 
thematic focus on Peace and Reconciliation should support actions that will provide both 
parties the necessary tools to engage in mutually beneficial cooperation. In this regard, a 
programme of capacity-building based on a revised and simplified version of the Impact 
Assessment Toolkit for CrossBorder Cooperation (previously recommended by SEUPB to 
those applying for PEACE IV and INTERREG VA funding, and used for a training programme for 
local authorities funded by INTERREG IVA) should be introduced. This capacity-building 
programme should, on a cross-border basis, bring representatives from relevant public 
bodies, local and regional government and other institutions together with representatives 
from community organisations, in order to ensure a mutual understanding of the principles 
of cross-border cooperation that will endure beyond the lifetime of the programming period 
and contribute to improved community and social cohesion. 

March:  Submission to the Strategic Review of Irish-Scottish relations 

CCBS submitted a response to the Irish and Scottish Governments’ consultation on their joint 
strategic review of Irish-Scottish relations. The review is taking place in the changed context 
brought about by the UK’s departure from the EU, and is seen by both Governments as an 
opportunity to consolidate existing ties between the two countries and to exploit additional 
opportunities. CCBS’s response was closely informed by the content and aspirations of the 
New Common Charter for Cooperation Within and Between these Islands, which was 
developed by a range of community organisations from Ireland and Scotland, as well as 
Northern Ireland, England and Wales. As well as highlighting the centrality of the New 
Common Charter in the building of relations across these islands, the response focused on 
the need to ensure plans to strengthen relations between Ireland and Scotland are open to 
connections with Northern Ireland, and that they are inclusive and supportive of relations at 
all levels, including at grass-roots community organisation level. 

April: Submission to the Northern Ireland Affairs Committee’s Inquiry into the New 
Decade, New Approach Agreement 

Included in our submission was the Centre’s view that the Northern Ireland Executive 
Formation Agreement contained in NDNA states that “The parties reaffirm their commitment 
to the Declaration of Support contained in the Belfast (Good Friday) Agreement and successor 

https://crossborder.ie/site2015/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/RESPONSE-TO-SEUPB-CONSULTATION-ON-PEACE-PLUS.pdf
https://crossborder.ie/ccbs-submission-to-the-northern-ireland-affairs-committees-inquiry-into-the-new-decade-new-approach-agreement/
https://crossborder.ie/ccbs-submission-to-the-northern-ireland-affairs-committees-inquiry-into-the-new-decade-new-approach-agreement/
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agreements” (paragraph 20, emphasis in the original). Without a shared and constant 
commitment by all parties to the content and spirit of the Declaration of Support in the 
Belfast/Good Friday Agreement, the future sustainability of the institutions established by 
that Agreement cannot be guaranteed, no matter what measures are introduced by NDNA. 
Moreover, the Centre for Cross Border Studies’ recent project, “Bringing the Agreement 
Home: In all its parts”,5 showed a clear desire from citizens that the spirit of the 1998 
Agreement – embodied in the Declaration of Support – be enacted by all political 
representatives, and not just the “mechanics” of the Agreement that allow them to sit in the 
Northern Ireland Assembly and form an Executive. 

July: Submission to the House of Lords Select Committee on Public Services inquiry, 
“Public Services: Lessons from Coronavirus” 

This submission drew on ongoing analysis of the impacts on cross-border mobility of public 
health and other measures brought in by the Northern Ireland devolved administration and 
the Irish Government in response to the COVID-19 pandemic, but in this instance with a 
greater focus on the Northern Ireland context. Specifically, this response addressed two sets 
of questions posed by the inquiry: 

• How effectively were public services coordinated across the borders of the devolved 
administrations? Did people living close to the border experience difficulties in 
accessing services?  

• What lessons might be learnt about the role of charities, volunteers and the 
community sector from the crisis? Can you provide examples of public services 
collaborating in new ways with the voluntary sector during lockdown? How could the 
sectors be better integrated into local systems going forward? 

September: Response to the European Commission’s survey on cross-border 
obstacles 

Among the views expressed by the Centre was that the lack of the necessary political 
conditions supportive of cross-border cooperation is a significant challenge, with its absence 
affecting the willingness of public administration and officials within government 
departments to engage with their counterparts in the other jurisdiction or with organisations 
active in the cross-border cooperation landscape.

https://crossborder.ie/submission-to-the-house-of-lords-select-committee-on-public-services-inquiry-public-services-lessons-from-coronavirus/
https://crossborder.ie/submission-to-the-house-of-lords-select-committee-on-public-services-inquiry-public-services-lessons-from-coronavirus/
https://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/en/policy/cooperation/european-territorial/survey-2020/
https://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/en/policy/cooperation/european-territorial/survey-2020/
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Annual Sir George Quigley Memorial Lecture 
The 5th Annual Sir George Quigley Memorial Lecture was held on the 4th June and, in light of 
the current pandemic, was the first of the series to be delivered online. This year’s lecture 
was given by Michael D’Arcy and focused on the contemporary and relevant topic of ‘Re-
imagining the island economy in the aftermath of the Covid 19 crisis and the Ireland/Northern 
Ireland Protocol’. 

Dr Anthony Soares, Director Centre for Cross Border Studies, opened the event by 
emphasising that Sir George Quigley’s vision of strong economic and business cooperation 
between the two parts of the island of Ireland is one which resonates with the core values of 
the Centre. Anthony then introduced Michael D’Arcy and announced that Michael had agreed 
to become a Senior Research Associate at the Centre.  Michael was an early pioneer of Sir 
George Quigley’s proposal for an island economy and he began his lecture by acknowledging 
how many of Sir George’s concepts are still of importance today and vital as we look to the 
future with the impact of COVID-19 and Brexit. 

In the first section of his lecture, Michael 
discussed the Convergence which has taken 
place on the island of Ireland, highlighting 
the role in which the Belfast/Good Friday 
Agreement along with joint membership of 
the European Union has played in delivering 
an island economy, in supporting peace and 
in encouraging cross border business. He 

went on to state that this progress is now threatened by the UK leaving the EU and the wide 
ranging effects of Brexit as well as COVID-19. Michael focused on this Divergence in the 
second part of his lecture, examining how 
the future of the EU & UK relationships, the 
flux in the UK’s internal Unions and the 
Ireland/Northern Ireland Protocol will have 
a bearing on the future of the island and 
which are having an impact on all island 
businesses. However, Michael stated that 
while there are challenges ahead, there are 
also Opportunities. This was the focus on the final part of the lecture with the COVID-19 
recovery process providing an opportunity to use, create and build upon already existing cross 
border institutions and structures, to define the island economy and to further embed the 
peace that has been achieved. Michael concluded the lecture by stating that Reimaging the 
island economy needs your help and that all island thinking can be a catalyst in driving 
innovation in Northern Ireland and the Republic of Ireland. 

  

https://crossborder.ie/the-5th-annual-sir-george-quigley-memorial-lecture/
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Briefing Papers 
 

April:  Approaches to the COVID-10 pandemic: Bordering on (non-) cooperation 

Authored by Martin Unfried (Senior Researcher, ITEM) and Dr Anthony Soares (Director, 
Centre for Cross Border Studies), this Briefing Paper is intended to offer some initial 
considerations on the extent to which existing or new channels of cross-border cooperation 
have been successfully activated in the face of the COVID-19 pandemic, which first appeared 
in the Chinese city of Wuhan in December 2019. Beginning with an overview of the 
collaborative tendencies observable on the island of Ireland, the paper then moves on 
to consider the extent these can be seen in EU Member States. 

May:  The impacts of COVID-19 on cross-border tourism on the island of Ireland 

In light of the current public health crisis relating to Covid-19, and as part of the Centre for 
Cross Border Studies’ ongoing research into the impact of the virus on the island of Ireland 
and the connections between the two jurisdictions, this Briefing Paper authored by Mark 
McClatchey (Administrative Research Assistant, Centre for Cross Border Studies) briefly 
examines the pandemic’s effect on all-island tourism. In order to try and assess the impact, 
this paper compares the number of journeys recorded along the border during one of the 
busiest tourism weeks of the year. 

May: Border People Briefing Paper: COVID-19: Social Security Entitlement for 
Frontier Workers in Ireland and Northern Ireland 

Due to the emergency pandemic situation many frontier workers have found it necessary to 
seek social welfare support. The Border People project has found that Illness Benefit, 
Unemployment Benefit and Family Benefits are the payments most likely to be affected by 
changes in circumstances due to COVID-19. This Briefing Paper, authored by Annmarie O’Kane 
(Border People Project Manager) examines the social security supports available to Frontier 
workers on the island of Ireland. 

May: Overview of Covid-19 business support schemes for Northern Ireland (NI) and 
the Republic of Ireland (RoI) 

In light of the current public health crisis relating to Covid-19, and as part of the Centre for 
Cross Border Studies’ ongoing research into the impact of the virus on the island of Ireland 
and the connections between the two jurisdictions, this Briefing Paper authored by Maureen 
O’Reilly (Senior Research Associate, Centre for Cross Border Studies) outlines the main ranges 
of supports that have been introduced to date to help businesses in the two jurisdictions of 
Northern Ireland (NI) and the Republic of Ireland (RoI) deal with the aftermath of the COVID-
19 pandemic and its consequences for business. It focuses on the key supports announced by 
the Irish government, Northern Ireland Executive and UK Government. The list of supports is 

https://crossborder.ie/briefing-paper-approaches-to-the-covid-19-pandemic-bordering-on-non-cooperation/
https://crossborder.ie/briefing-paper-the-impacts-of-covid-19-on-cross-border-tourism-on-the-island-of-ireland-a-snapshot/
https://crossborder.ie/briefing-paper-covid-19-social-security-entitlement-for-frontier-workers/
https://crossborder.ie/briefing-paper-covid-19-social-security-entitlement-for-frontier-workers/
https://crossborder.ie/briefing-paper-overview-of-covid-19-business-support-schemes-for-northern-ireland-ni-and-the-republic-of-ireland-roi/
https://crossborder.ie/briefing-paper-overview-of-covid-19-business-support-schemes-for-northern-ireland-ni-and-the-republic-of-ireland-roi/
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not exhaustive and will be updated as and when new supports become available/are 
identified. 

August: The Cross-border Further Education and Higher Education Cluster for the 
North West City Region 

This Briefing Paper offers an overview of the development of the Cross-Border FE HE Cluster 
for the North West City Region, setting it within its historical context in terms of previous 
cross-border collaboration in the region, and in terms of its alignment with more recent 
strategic and political developments. Authored by Paul Hannigan, John Andy Bonar, and 
Paddy Hannigan of Letterkenny Institute of Technology, it provides important insights into 
how cross-border cooperation between FE and HE institutions and other stakeholders can 
stimulate socioeconomic development and act as an anchor for employers and young people 
in border regions. 

August: The Impact of COVID-19 on Cross-Border Movement on the Island of Ireland 

In light of the current public health crisis relating to Covid-19, and as part of the Centre for 
Cross Border Studies’ ongoing research into the impact of the virus on the island of Ireland 
and the connections between the two jurisdictions, this Briefing Paper authored by Mark 
McClatchey (Administrative Research Assistant, Centre for Cross Border Studies) examines 
the pandemic’s effect on cross-border traffic flows. This analysis uses data on the number of 
cross-border journeys recorded by Transport Infrastructure Ireland and available on the TII 
website. The data has been taken from a total of 12 TTI traffic counters located in close 
proximity to the Northern Ireland/Ireland border, focusing on journeys recorded in the first 6 
months of 2020 and compared with the same period in 2019. While we are making certain 
assumptions with the statistics available, they nevertheless give us a picture of the impact 
Covid-19 has had on the amount of movement between the two jurisdictions on the island of 
Ireland. 
 

  

https://crossborder.ie/briefing-paper-the-cross-border-further-education-and-higher-education-cluster-for-the-north-west-city-region/
https://crossborder.ie/briefing-paper-the-cross-border-further-education-and-higher-education-cluster-for-the-north-west-city-region/
https://crossborder.ie/briefing-paper-the-impact-of-covid-19-on-cross-border-movement-on-the-island-of-ireland/
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Border People 
Throughout 2020 the Border People project continued to provide online information for 
citizens who cross the border regularly to work, live, study or retire.  

The practical implications of Brexit 
featured heavily on the website, 
www.borderpeople.info, while a 
separate filtering tool specifically for 
frontier workers post-Brexit was 
developed and added to site.   

This new information also featured in 
four community workshops tailored 

for people living and working in the border region. The online workshops explored common 
cross-border challenges including taxation, social security entitlements, accessing healthcare 
and motoring issues, all within the context of the UK’s exit from the EU. Diverging rights of 
citizens based on their citizenship, the Withdrawal Agreement and the Common Travel were 
also explained at each session.   

During 2020 the project continued to provide direct support to advisors in mainstream advice 
and information providing organisations based in both jurisdictions. Supported by the 
Reconciliation Fund activities included the secondment of a cross-border Information Officer 
based in Monaghan Citizens 
Information Service and the 
formation of a new Cross-Border 
Practitioners’ Group which met 
regularly throughout the year. The 
meetings (held online due to Covid 
restrictions) provided a platform 
for cross-border advisors to share 
knowledge and information with 
colleagues across the border. 
Considerable expertise is found 
within the membership which 
spans the length of the border 
region. 

The project’s cross-border Advisory 
Group met four times during 2020. 
Hosted by the NSMC-Joint Secretariat the members kindly shared their expertise with the 
project team, with some members also collaborating on separate cross-border initiatives 
during the year.   

The project could also be found on Social Media, with regular Tweets raising policy issues  and 
its online Facebook Discussion Group fostering discussion among people living and working 
in the border region.  

http://www.borderpeople.info/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/357907037976906
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Journal of Cross Border Studies in Ireland 
 

The 2020 edition of The Journal of Cross Border Studies in Ireland 
brought together contributions from a range of academics and 
cross-border cooperation practitioners addressing four broad sets of 
issues of contemporary relevance to how we relate and cooperate 
with each other across borders. The first is the implementation of 
agreements with relevance to the island of Ireland; the second is the 
response to the Covid-19 pandemic; the third is the environment 
and agriculture; and the fourth is the scope for North-South 
cooperation within the economic and skills landscape before us. All 
of them are areas in which the Centre for Cross Border Studies has 
been active, and to which we have contributed our own views over 
the years.  

Undoubtedly, the articles in the 2020 edition of The Journal of Cross Border Studies in Ireland 
display an acute awareness of the significant challenges that lie ahead for cooperation 
between the two jurisdictions on the island of Ireland, with the potential impacts of Brexit 
looming large. However, they are also conscious of both the need and the opportunities for 
cross-border cooperation to face up to not only the immediate threat posed by the 
Coronavirus pandemic, but also by the global climate emergency. The return of a functioning 
Northern Ireland Executive and Assembly (whose absence had been noted in previous years’ 
editions of the Journal), allied to the Republic of Ireland’s Programme for Government, are 

also seen by many of the contributors to this year’s Journal as 
presenting opportunities for greater North-South cooperation, in 
spite of the UK’s withdrawal from the EU. We at the Centre for Cross 
Border Studies share the concerns for what challenges may arise for 
those who wish to engage in cross-border cooperation, as well as 
the recognition that there are opportunities to strengthen 
cooperation and relations within and across these islands – and we 
will be there to grasp those opportunities and face those challenges 
with others in the year and years to come. 

  

https://crossborder.ie/site2015/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/Final-Digital-Journal-Cross-Border-Studies.pdf
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Dr Helen Johnston (Chair), Senior Social Policy Analyst, National Economic and Social 
Council, Dublin  

Dr Maurice Manning, Chancellor of the National University of Ireland 

Colin Stutt, Colin Stutt Consulting  

Tony Kennedy OBE, Director, John Hewitt Society  

Michael Curran, Business Development Manager, Hanley Energy Ltd  

Dr Katy Hayward, Senior Lecturer, School of Sociology, Social Policy and Social Work, 
Queen’s University Belfast  

Trevor Holmes, Vice President, External and Strategic Affairs, Dublin City University  

Philip McDonagh OBE, Independent Economist, Chair of the NI Statistics Advisory 
Committee and Charity Commissioner for Northern Ireland  

Rev Earl Storey, Founder, Topstorey Communications  

Dr Walt Kilroy, Associate Director, Institute for International Conflict Resolution and 
Reconstruction and Assistant Professor, School of Law and Government, Dublin City 
University 

Dr Teresa O’Doherty, President of Marino Institute of Education, Dublin  

Prof J Garry, John Garry is Professor of Political Behaviour at Queen's University Belfast 

Emer O’Gorman, Director Economic, Enterprise, Tourism and Cultural Development, Fingal 
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Clare Guinness, Chief Operating Officer, Montreaux Limited 

Peter Osborne, founder Rubicon and former Chair of the Community Relations Council 
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