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Hard border would be huge strain on local health service: BMA
A 'NO deal' Brexit would have "serious implications" for the delivery of health care in Northern
Ireland, it has been claimed.
The British Medical Association (BMA) has identified a series of at-risk areas, and highlights the
potential breakdown of cross-border co-operation as a concern.
It comes amid speculation that the UK could crash out of the European Union without agreement on
future cooperation. Dr John D Woods from the BMA said cross-border workers were a key part of
the health service in Northern Ireland, and a hard border could stop staff making the daily commute.
He said it would put "an already pressurised service under even more strain".
"The current arrangements for cross-border delivery of health services, such as paediatric cardiac
care and cancer services, bring great benefit to patients," he said.
On its own, Northern Ireland is not large enough to sustain such all-island specialised services.
"We therefore run the risk of forcing patients to once again travel considerable distances to receive
care, but also of exacerbating existing difficulties within the health service to retain experienced,
specialist doctors at a time when we really need to attract and keep doctors working here."
Dr Woods also warned of the difficulties for students from here aiming to train in the Republic and
return home to work.
"A failure to recognise professional qualifications creates a very real risk that medical students from
Northern Ireland who opt to study and train in the Republic of Ireland would have significant
difficulty in returning to practice medicine in Northern Ireland," he said.
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"Any developments which risk destabilising the Good Friday Agreement could make Northern
Ireland a less attractive place to work and will make attracting and retaining clinicians to work in
Northern Ireland even more difficult."
Currently there is a provision in place for all-Ireland health care in a number of areas, including
access to specialist services anywhere on the island and emergency services operating on both sides
of the border.
One example is the radiotherapy unit at Altnagelvin Hospital, which provides services to over
500,000 cancer patients from both sides of the border.
Warnings over pressure on the local health care system has been an ongoing issue in recent months.
Source: The Belfast Telegraph
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The no-deal nightmare;
Brexit papers
The publication by the British government of papers on a "no deal" Brexit scenario only serve to
underline how damaging such an outcome would be. The UK is far from prepared - and such is the
chaos that would ensue that huge economic damage would be inevitable. The papers do start to set
out the first principles of what a no-deal scenario would look like and how the UK would hope to
respond. To be clear, this would be if the UK and EU do not reach a withdrawal agreement and the
UK leaves next March without a deal.
The papers start to provide guidance to business on what measures it should take to prepare - some
of which may well apply at some stage even if there is a deal. The notices suggest that special
arrangements may be required for Northern Ireland on trade, tariffs and the crossborder movement of medicines, medical devices, blood and human organs.
Any kind of Brexit will be costly but a no-deal outcome would cause huge uncertainty and economic
cost. Trade in and out of the UK would, the papers make clear, be subject to the rules set down by
the World Trade Organisation, meaning customs checks and tariffs. There would be huge disruption
in trade between the UK and EU as these new arrangements are put in place.
The EU is the UK's biggest market and, contrary to statements yesterday by Brexit Secretary Dominic
Raab,
no new deals elsewhere will compensate for Brexit disruption. Meanwhile, questions over
rules and regulations in areas as diverse as drugs, food safety and air travel will raise a host of new
issues. The UK's presumption that the EU will agree to continue as now in many of these areas - even
if the UK wants to - may not accord with the reality of a no-deal Brexit.
The documents repeat London's intention to avoid a hard border on the island of Ireland and said it
would "engage constructively" to avoid this in the event of a no-deal. But this brings us no further in
seeing how this could happen. Businesses in the North are understandably annoyed at the
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suggestion they might need to talk to Dublin to see what new arrangements might apply after a nodeal Brexit. Agreeing a backstop arrangement on the Border - how to avoid the need for visible
checks no matter what the outcome of trade talks - remains a key challenge.
The Government here will hope that it is sorted, as it would help clear the way towards signing a
withdrawal agreement.
This would remove the threat of the UK crashing out next March and would also raise hopes of a
favourable long-term trade deal. Such a deal would be in the interest of both sides, but can still not
be guaranteed.
Like the UK, Ireland needs to be ready for a no-deal Brexit.
Source: The Irish Times
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