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Barnier delivers keynote Brexit speech at DkIT
Brexit casts a particular shadow over Dundalk and the border region, the All Island Civic Dialogue
held at DkIT heard yesterday (Monday).
The European Union's Chief Negotiator, Michel Barnier made the keynote speech at the session, and
emphasised that the 'backstop' is in place for the Irish border 'until and unless another solution is
found.'
Mr. Barnier had earlier issued a stark warning that the Irish border issue threatened to derail the
UK's Brexit negotiations with the EU.
In the keynote address, he said: 'The paradox is that Brexit is not about progress and it's not a
project. There is no added-value with Brexit. Nobody has proved it so far that Brexit has addedvalue. But we have to respect it, as the decision was taken in a democratic vote.'
I am in Dundalk this morning, in Newry this afternoon. I have come to listen and learn from people
from across this island - North, South, East and West, urban and rural, Nationalist and Unionist,
Leaver and Remainer. All the people are open to speak to me. I respect all opinions. I want to speak
with those who work as part of the all-island economy. And to those for whom the border means
today nothing more than a change from miles per hour to kilometres per hour.'
He said that visiting the border area, the impact of the Good Friday agreement was clear.
'The Good Friday Agreement created wide-ranging cooperation between North and South, and
between communities: from energy and food safety, education and research - for instance here in
Dundalk Institute of Technology - to human rights, or the cooperation between young people.
'All of this was made possible thanks to the open border. All of this should be protected and
cherished. So, there is no way back. There is no alternative but to protect this progress. The
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consequences of Brexit should not and must not lead to the return of a hard border, neither on
maps nor in minds.'
'And this is why we insist on the need to have a backstop as part of the Withdrawal Agreement.'
He added: 'In December, the UK agreed that, unless and until another solution is found, Northern
Ireland will maintain full alignment with the rules of the Single Market and the Customs Union which
support North-South cooperation, the all-island economy, and the protection of the Good Friday
Agreement.
Source: The Argus

7 May 2018

Business growth 'at lowest for five years' as caution takes root:
report
BUSINESS growth on the island of Ireland is at its lowest for five years, the latest quarterly InterTradeIreland Business Monitor Report has shown.
The report for the first three months of the year indicated that the majority of firms across the island
remain "very stable".
However, levels of growth are declining sharply in Ireland for companies large and small, and
confidence is a growing issue for businesses across the island.
The cross-border body said: "We are beginning to enter a critical phase of the economic cycle, with
businesses across the island taking a collective pause on many key decisions. "It appears that the
movement from growth to stability is almost entirely a Republic of Ireland phenomenon with a lot of
businesses now adopting a 'wait and see' attitude.
Many companies are working at full capacity (53%), and 55% of businesses are profitable.
The organisation said that while this "at face value is positive, there are underlying indications that a
transition is afoot". It was also stated that in Ireland and Northern Ireland, few firms are hiring extra
staff or making investment decisions and business and consumer confidence is increasing as a
concern across all industries.
In particular, the body said that construction is "feeling the pinch at the moment", with a significant
drop in those in a growth position, falling from 42% last quarter to 16% this quarter. More than one
in five in the sector are operating below capacity and only 4% are reporting an increase in sales.
Aidan Gough, InterTradeIreland's designated officer and director of strategy and policy, said:
"Overall, there is a sense that business across the island is holding its breath and we are at a
crossroads.
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"The number of businesses reporting to be in stability mode is at the highest level since we began
recording business position in 2011.
"While this is in no way cause for alarm, we also see that companies in growth mode is at the lowest
mark since 2009.
"Firms are operating against a backdrop of increasing pressure on the high street, the spectre of
inflation, salary increases and uncertainty around Brexit. It is understandable that many businesses
at this juncture may be feeling hesitant.
"With hiring flat, staffing is likely to further come into the spotlight with the impending Brexit.
"Thirteen per cent of businesses with cross-border sales have staff in the opposite jurisdiction and
15% of those in the leisure industry in Northern Ireland have staff from the rest of the EU (outside of
the UK and Ireland).
"Exporters and those with cross-border sales are indicating they will be most impacted by Brexit,
with 21% already seeing a negative impact."
Source: The Belfast Telegraph
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