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Fears over Brexit's impact on crime
A Dublin TD has expressed concern about the impact of Brexit border changes on the monitoring of
guns, money and drugs in light of the
Hutch/RKinahan feud.
Independent TD Maureen O'Sullivan said she had read comments "that this violence and the number
of murders in this small area would not be tolerated if it were to happen in the leafy suburbs of
Dublin or the leafy suburbs of Cork".
"How much open drug dealing is going on, on the streets of those leafy suburbs?" The Dublin Central
TD asked the Dáil.
"It's telling that it took a string of murders to bring attention and focus on those issues in the north
inner city",
In relation to Brexit, she said: "With all this discussion about moveable borders and flexible borders
you wonder about how the whole tracking of guns, money and drugs is going to be monitored."
Tánaiste Simon Coveney said the Garda's Operation Hybrid, established to co-ordinate the response
to violent crime in Dublin showed that up to January 21st, there had been 72 arrests and 13 charges
in total of which 10 related to murder investigations, three charges for other related offences.
He said 34 firearms were seized and in the region of 260 searches and over 15,000 lines of inquiry
were conducted, with more than 50,000 high-visibility checkpoints.
Co-operation
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The Tánaiste said that in relation to North-South issues, the co-operation between An Garda and the
PSNI had "probably never been better" than currently "and we need to make sure that through and
post Brexit that co-operation is sustained".
Ms O'Sullivan acknowledged the work of the Government and the initiatives it had initiated since the
feud began. But she said the reaction now seemed to be "like 'another murder in north inner city,
more of the gangland feud' and it's forgotten about until the next one and it's likely that there will
be more".
Mr Coveney said there had been multiple initiatives across a range of areas and EUR 2.5 million was
provided last year for services for families and young people in the north inner city.
He said resources were not an issue and if the Garda sought more funding for community policing,
"there will be a positive response".
Source: The Irish Times
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British customs move means an Irish border
The British Cabinet sub-committee on Brexit meets this morning and tomorrow morning. Initially the
advertised purpose was to agree (can you use that word about this British government?) a policy on
trade after leaving the EU so they could tell the EU27 what they want. Now it’s obvious that Theresa
May has sold the pass and allowed the Brexiteers to trample over her.
On Monday, two days before this morning’s meeting, Downing Street issued a statement saying, ‘we
are categorically leaving the customs union. It is not our policy to stay in the customs union. It is not
our policy to stay in a customs union.’ That means there’s going to be a border in Ireland for the
Republic will remain in the customs union and single market. Cue crowing from the idiots in the DUP
who, despite their statements both ignorant and mendacious parroting the British government’s
deceit, are so determined to strengthen the border that they are prepared to wreck the north’s
agriculture at a stroke.
Meanwhile behind the scenes officials are busily working away at the withdrawal treaty which
translates the phase one agreement of December into legally binding language. It seems there’s not
much difficulty with most of it but, you’ve guessed it, the British have no intention of abiding by
what they agreed on the Irish border. How can they if they are leaving the customs union and not
going to have a customs union?
It’s becoming clearer every week as the Brexiteers paralyse May that the British were prepared to
sign up to anything in December in order to get through to talks on transition.
Ireland north and south is going to be collateral damage but the Brexiteers don’t care any more than
they care about their own party in their headlong rush to put their ideology into practice.
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The Brexiteers are determined to be able to trade freely with any country, something which has now
made the EU27 think again about their negotiating guidelines. There’s growing concern among them
that the hardliners like Johnson, Gove and Fox want to create a replica of Singapore off the EU
mainland. Low corporation tax, dirty emissions, an end to workers’ rights, low wages and what they
call a ‘bonfire of regulations’. Remember, this is what the DUP supports and why they give this
dreadful government their guaranteed backing. The EU27 are now working on ways to write in
blocks to these outcomes in any final trade agreement.
There are two connected ways to block these outcomes in Britain. One is disastrous Conservative
results in the English local government elections in May which precipitate a leadership challenge or
general election or both. The other is that the Labour party gets its act together in the autumn and
votes down the withdrawal agreement.
Labour’s Brexit spokesman Sir Keir Starmer, who apart from Ken Clarke and Anna Soubry, appears
the only sane person in the House of Commons, has laid down six tests for an acceptable withdrawal
agreement. One of them is ‘a deal which retains the benefits of the single market and the customs
union’. Now it’s pretty obvious that anything Theresa May or the Brexiteers want can’t do that. If a
combination of Labour and pro-Remain Conservatives vote down the deal May will have to resign.
However the arithmetic is tight. There are plenty of Leavers among Labour MPs and discipline in the
Labour party is terrible. One straw in the wind is that Len McCluskey the leader of Unite wants a
vote against the withdrawal agreement partly because he’s convinced workers’ rights will be
removed but mainly because for him the priority is to get rid of this Conservative government at any
cost and you can’t fault him there. The question is can he and people of like mind in the Labour party
persuade the party’s Leave MPs to vote down the withdrawal treaty?
That’s all fine up to a point. However if the withdrawal treaty is voted down what is Labour’s
alternative? Can they agree on one? So far they’re all over the place. In order for Labour
manoeuvres to be of any use to people on this island they have to stay in the customs union.
Source: The Irish News
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