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CCBS: Supporting Cross-border cooperation

The Centre for
Cross Border Studies

u contributingto the increased social, economic and
territorial cohesion of the island of Ireland through

U addressing information gaps and other barriers that constrain cross
border mobility and crosborder cooperation through research and
provision of resources, tools and other practical support;

U promoting and improving the quality of Cross-Border Cooperation
between public bodies, and between public bodies, business and
civil society; and

U improving the capacity of people involved in social and economic
development of the island to engage in mutually beneficial CGross
Border Cooperation



ﬁ CCBS: Linking Policy to Practice
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;Ci Supporting Cross-border cooperation

U Co-operation along the Border Corridor

U Co-operation North/South within the island of
Ireland

U Co-operation East/West between the island of
Ireland and Great Britain, Europe and
internationally
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CBC: Lessons to share

i Cross-Border Cooperation Requires Multi-Level Governance

U TheEU-level anticipates impacts of future Elditiatives on the cross
border territories

U National-level support required to allow for coordination between
neighboring states in relevant policy fields

U Local and regional actors develop shared crodsorder services and
transfer real competencies to joint crebsrder bodies










;Ci The 1998 Agreement
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Cross-border cooperation is a central element of the
Belfast/Good Friday Agreement.

Strand Two: North/South Bodies

U to formalise cooperation between the government of the
Republic of Ireland and the Northern Ireland Executive, as well
as between civil servants in certain key areas

Strand Three: regular meetings between the two governments

U andbetween representativeffom the governments and
Executive®f the Isle of Man and the Channiksllands
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A;C;i Cross-border cooperation and peacebuilding

o The border has been a core issue in the conflict and has a
central role in any sustainable peace process

u Crossborder cooperatioradds value to peacebuilding and
reconciliation

U CBC addresses a number of core conflict issues

U CBC tackles a range of problems that are a direct legacy of th
conflict, e.q.:

U the breakdown in crosborder relationships
U isolation of border communities

U overall social and economic decline
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Cross-border cooperation in Ireland

Many core problems of the Irish border region C
whether directly attributable or exacerbated by the
conflict, or simply those that are related to
geography or economic underdevelopmedd not
respect jurisdictional boundaries

Many problemsassociated with the border or issues
of a crosgborder naturecannot beeffectively
addressed within one or both jurisdictions
separately
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“Common membership of the EU has been a
force for reconciliation and a framework for
cooperation on this island. Even in the context
of the positive state of North-South and East-
West relations a British exit from the EU would
have extremely serious consequences

irrespective of mitigation strategies.”
PaschabDonohoe Irish Minister of State for EU Affairs, June 2014
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;;i European Cohesion Policy

i/ 2KSaAzy LRftAOeé Aa UKS 9! Q
harmonious development across the Union. It is based on a
broad vision, which encompasses not just 8eenomic
development of lagging regions anslipport for vulnerable
social groups, but alsoenvironmental sustainability and
respect for territorial and cultural features of different parts
of the EU. This breadth of vision is reflected in the variety of
programmes, projects and partners that are supported under
UKS L2t AOeé dé

LY@SadAy3a Ay 9dzZNRPLISQa CdzidzZNSY CAFOGK N
November2010

13



EU and cross-border cooperation

i EU Territorial Cohesion Policy:

U to diminish the gap between different regions, more precisely
between lesdavoured regions and affluent ones

U to reduce inequalities and improve the potentiality of the
territory by engaging more actorsinvolving civil society

U 3 pillars of sustainable developmesbcial, economic and
environmental.
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;Ci EU and cross-border cooperation
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u Border areas in Europe: oftgreripheral, underdeveloped
or marginalised areas¢ sometimes“historical scars”

u Crossborder cooperation helpsto reduce the effect of
borders as administrative, legal and physical barriers,
tackle common problems and exploit untapped potential”

o EU cros®order funding programmes permitted the
strateqic upscaling of piecemeal crosborder activities to

a level offering the potential for wider regional
development.
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AXC.; Brexit & the island of Ireland

u Impacts on the Economy
o Free Movement Impacts on Dally Life
u Implications for Peace Process/Rights

o Impacts on Nortlg South Relations
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The Charter of Fundamental Rights
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U European Court of Justice interpreétse provisions of th&uropean
Convention on Human Rights as they apply to Elaw

U European Charter of Fundamental Rights applies to thdnstitutions of the
European Union, and itsmember states but only when the latter are
implementing EU law

Loss of protections
of European Charter

Withdrawal from

of Fundamental
Rights

European Union

e.g. protection of
rights to linguistic
diversity
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European Convention on Human Rights

Withdrawalfrom the ECHR will plad@ritain in

breach of its international obligations in the
1998 Good Friday agreement:

U thetwo communities in Northern Ireland would be
protected by safeguards that includehe
European Convention on Human Rights and any
Bill of Rights for Northern Ireland supplementing It,
which neither the Assembly nor public bodies can
 AYTINARYy3IASEED
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ﬁ European Court of Human Rights
/<" (Council of Europe)
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Breach of
Good Friday

Withdrawal fromEuropean
Convention on Human
Rights

Agreement

WCoE member
Withdrawal from states must

Council of Europe be convention
signatories
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Cross-Border Cooperation ‘post-Brexit’
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i Cross-border cooperation ‘post-Brexit’ should be a
priority

i Thecentrality of the border to the conflict -- iIncreased
dangers arising from uncertainti@about the nature of
the border

i Increased tensions mligration and citizenship issues

1 Social and economic cohesion in the border region
and other disadvantagedreas at risk
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Cross-Border Cooperation ‘post-Brexit’
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Risks of the UWithdrawal from theEU:

U crossborder cooperation wilbe given less priority by the
governments in Belfast, Dublin ahdndon

U policy divergence may make the conditions for croesder
O22LISNFUAZ2ZY YZ2ZNBE RAFTTFAOAD-WIZONY
policy development

U reductionof fundingfor crossborder cooperationncreaseshe
likelinood of a return to piecemeal cooperation with little regional
Impact

U CSOs and LAs will struggle to replace EU programme ¢uasis of
1S LISNEZ2YYSt FTYR Wwaz¥Ffd AyFTN a
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£ Cross-Border Cooperation ‘post-Brexit’
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o the commitment to cross-border cooperation embedded
in the Good Friday Agreement must remain a priority for
both the UK and Irish Governments

o the ‘soft infrastructure’ to support cross-border
cooperation ¢ must be protected and nurtured
U statutory crossborderbodies
U linksat Departmental and local governmeletvel
U civil society networks angrojects

u eXistingeU directives and regulations should remain in
place until proposed changes have comprehensive
territorial, equality and environmental impact assessment
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A;Cé Cross-Border Cooperation ‘post-Brexit’

o W. NIBdspoter@lalto affect nearly all aspects of
North-South and EastVestrelations

o ultimate impactdependson the shape and detail of
any new relationship negotiated between the UK and
the EU

o the rationale for cross-border co-operation does not
change

23



