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Gardaí should be able to cross Border, say TDs
THE PSNI and gardaí should be allowed to cross the Border to catch criminals during
'hot pursuit', a parliamentary committee has found.
Cross-party TDs and senators backed the call for new protocols to allow police incursions
into each other's jurisdiction when actively chasing suspects.
Sinn Féin TD Peadar Tobin, rapporteur for the committee, said it would help combat
the cross-border black market.
"The idea that criminals can pass the Border without a second thought, yet the PSNI or
the gardaí must stop at that invisible line in pursuance of the criminal, is completely
illogical," he added.
The recommendation was among several proposals in a 119-page report on an all-island
economy drawn up by the Oireachtas joint committee on jobs, enterprise and innovation.
The study attacks "the reluctance on the part of some Unionist policy makers" to foster
closer cross-bordertrade links.
The North is at risk of becoming "peripheral" to Britain and would benefit more than the
Republic from closercross-border ties, it claims.
The committee urged a single economic agency for the island, bringing together
investment agencies.
It also called for: ¦ Joint economic planning between Dublin and Stormont ¦ Scrapping
North-South mobile roaming charges ¦ Hourly rail services between Dublin and Belfast ¦
The axing of transaction costs for banking and telecoms ¦ Urgent funding for a Dublin to
Derry motorway, and possibly a new route between Sligo and Dundalk ¦ New border
region economic zone, with investment in roads and broadband.
Source: Irish Independent
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Agri-business - EU exit would spell disaster warns
minister
A United Kingdom exit from the EU would spell disaster for agriculture, the minister for
the industry has said.
Michelle O'Neill said too many questions remained over how relationships with European
countries and others worldwide would be negotiated following a so-called Brexit.
"Trade arrangements will be at the heart of this uncertainty," she said.
"Trade is vital for the agri-food industry in Ireland. Only 27 per cent of food and drink
produced in the north is sold here. Around 21 per cent of total external sales of food and
drink from the north go to the south. A further 16 per cent go to other EU member
states. When all goods (not just food and drink) are considered, then 60 per cent of
exports originating from the north go to the EU.
"It is extremely difficult to predict what access our industry might have to EU markets
following Brexit. Access to the EU is something that would have to be negotiated in the
wake of a vote to leave and I find it difficult to see a scenario that affords us the same
access to EU markets as we currently enjoy. Our agri-food sector would be worse off
under Brexit."
And Ms O'Neill, speaking at an event debating a possible exit from the EU, said a vote to
leave would have a "significant impact" on Northern Ireland's links with the Republic.
"We have also witnessed greater collaboration across this island in terms of greater
business and trade opportunities, innovative infrastructural projects and effective allisland integration," she said.
"As minister, I have championed the all-island animal, health and welfare strategy and
our farmers livelihoods depend on cross-border livestock movement to make their farm
businesses profitable. It would be catastrophic in this regard if customs posts were
redeployed along the border, infringing on the social, community and business interests
of this island's population."
The conference, held at the Balmoral Hotel in Belfast, was also attended by a number of
MEPs and members of national parliaments from across the European Union.
Ms O'Neill told delegates that post- exit, "there would not be sufficient funds within the
block grant to permit the assembly to continue making payments" at the level currently
received from the EU.
"Our farmers and rural communities would be worse off under Brexit. I fear that a
significant reduction in direct support would see production go into free-fall and this
would leave most of our farmers in significant financial difficulty.
"I am not going to argue that the EU is perfect. There is certainly room for improvement.
I have pushed for change and I will continue to do so, particularly with respect to
achieving greater simplification within the Common Agricultural Policy (CAP)."
Source: Irish News
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